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ABSTRACT . ", '
Three surveys deal with the architectural aspects of

; country schools in eastern, western and northeastern Kansas. Although
country schools of the late 1800's and early 1900's often sprang up
before there were pup1ls to attend them;, the surveys reveal that many
early schools were 3-month subscription sthools which generally did
not have their own sgparately maintained school building. Early °
school buildings are shown to be dugouts, sod, log, plank, l1mestone\
block, or brick s%ruc res. The typical early country school is
descrzbed as being one®story, one-room structures made of wood,
having a limestone or concrete ﬁoundat1on, no indoor plumb1ng, and
generally ‘having a porchJor vestibule at the entry. The survey also
states these structures were painted white and about one-third of
them had a cupola-bell tower, one or two doors (to separate Sexes),
three to four »indows which furhished Yight, and a pot-bellied stove
which furnished heat. A descr1pt1on of’ an outdoor priby is provided B
along with. discussion concerning wells or ‘cisterns for the water \\_\\“_
supply, regulat1on school building plans, schoel yards, furnishings,

© and locations. 'It was found that old country schools are being
preserved as historical sites,. museums, or community centers. {AH) , ot
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The Mountain Plains Library Assoclation-s pleased 10 be Invoived in this’ .
projéct documenting the country school experience. Funding of this project * o .
- frqm the National Endowment for the Humanlties, cost sharing and other - ° .
contibulions enabiled usall 10 work with the séveral stalebdsed Humanitles - - — —— - -- ~-~ — &~ 77
.____ Committees as_well-as-many-other stale b} “local libraries, agenctes and - . .
— . Intéresied citizens. we are deeply impressed only by the enthusiasm for .
. N - this work by all concerned but by the wealth-gf experience broughtiobearin - * . . .8
- focusing antention on—and recapturing—this importapt part of hisiory. and . .
how we giot here. This projéct acems 10 identlfy many of the rools and “charac ' \
It& formation” of our sacial, pdiirical and economic institutions in the West.™ - .

- Already the mpin Projéct objective scems (o be met. stimulajing library usage . ‘ '
¥ and lncreasmd, circulation of historical and humanities materials in thisreglon - )
’ Pubiic interest is rising In regional, state and local hisiory. Oral hisiory programs ‘- c =
are increasing with grealer public participation. Thesiudy of genealogy —and v . -
the search for this inforMmation—is causing much Interestin consuling—atu L .
© . preserving—hisiorical malerials. What has been siaried here will notend with ) . R ‘
. this project. The immediaie’results will tour the entire region and be avallable  ° ‘ R
{or any who wish the program, fiim. and exhibit. There will be more discussion
. - of—andi action on—the issues involving the humanities and public palicies, - o ’
past and present. The Mountain Plains Library Association Is proud o be a -
pariner in this work, the Country School Legacy. and its contribution 1o under T '
’ . standing humanities on the frontler. . . .
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Not long after, the Kansas Terr1tory was opened in 1854, sett]ers dp bhe east (/L

side of a schoo] district near Lawrence built.a log. cab1n schoo]house As was
¥ ) 5 .

common w1th sma]] structures, the house had no permanent foundat1on but was swmp]y J
) . «® s ‘. .-

o set on 3. coupJe of leg skids. | * . e T
.\ - . “ y hd I .-
f A few years 1ater the popuqat1on had sh1fted to the west\?1de of the dis-~ \.

: ' tr1ct " and MQst ch1idren had to trave1 qu1te a.d1stance to school. S0, one night
a group_ of west s1ders h1tched thear teams LO the schoo]house and draggnng it - .

N
&

; ._1 on its bu11t~1n skids, moved it to their side of the d1str1ct' ‘ ' . .
"The great schoo]house theft" was avenged severa] nights-later when the east-

- siders sto]e the schoo] ‘back to the1r sid of the di f." ct, leaving the west-sidérs
to redistrict and build the1r ‘oWn school. ! . T ,oo

-

I - &

The fo]]ow1ng generat1on of schoolhouses, tended 'to be larger and bu11t;onr,,ssﬁfm_,4s

more»permanent foundat1ons, effectively eliminating any further advgntures of this

‘'sort. -‘And, the foundation seems a°1ogica1 place to begin'a description of the
. v \ N .

PR

architectural aspects:of ‘eastern Kansas countri'schpo1s.
: . ‘ S N
* Most of the hore than 30 country schoo]s surveyed™in this area “thus far'are

built on native stone foundat1ons (Kansas sand~or 1imestone). Several existing ; T/'

- #

schools have’ stone and/or concrete basements, but these are.,more, recent structures:
/ [ 4
Those schooTs built between 1870 and 1915 tended to have simple, 1ow, stone:and .
[ ’ . , ° . -
concrete foundat1ons with no basements. . ) RN ‘

»

s

The walls of 'several of the earliest structures, most"dating from the 1800's,,
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were built of native stone blocks. The walls of mest o6f the recent sthuctures are !

. - L - . .
of brick. By far the greatest number of extant country ‘schools are constructed

of wood with 1ap-sdding exteraors Invariably the color of these bui]dings.was

\T\\\\\\mh1te d1speT11ng the notion _of "little red schoo]houses," at least in this area.
toee
A]] of. the sthoo]s surveyed were of s1ng]e story type, .and v1rtua11y 211 were’

LS

(at least’ or1g1na]1y) one room types. . ,
N )
The o]der schoods usua]]V had 3 or 4 1arge 4 or 8 pane w1ndows on each side.

[N

* Some more recent des1gns had fewer windows on "the north and/or west s1des, with

almost so11d window wa]]s on the south and/or east sides -- presumab]y to protect

~ ~

from w1nter winds and take advantase\oi\sun 11ght and wanmth {passive solar heat1ng)

\

Doors were mgst rrequént]y placed front and center, or, gne on each side of the
front wall. The separated front doors were meant to keep the sexﬁs separated
" when enterihg the school; but interestingly, a couple of schools were found to
have the two doors 1eadin§ to a vestibule ‘from‘which~a~sing1e door led to the
classroom!. Most- of the schoo]s surveyed were found to have only the front doo 5)%
-although the most recent des1gns tended to have add1t1ona1 exqts.., ) \,
- - . Interna11y, the structures “most frequently have board floors,. and everyth1ng
from board to metal ce1]1ngs Many now have some type of acoust1ca1 tile on the.
) ce111ngs S1de wa]]s often have wainscoting with plaster above. A few b]ackboards
were found but 1ittle other school equ1pment was seen. Most of the‘schoo1s had no
| semblance "of plumbing, but did have some kind of a stove (or1g1na11y wood or coa]
burning) pTaced most ferquent]y near the center back of the bu1Td1ng There was .

often a s]ight]y elevated platform at the front of the room, among other th1ngs / .

. to prov1de the teacher w1th an,overview of the students when seated at hfs or ‘her

-n
L

B 2 -

.

desk.”- : - e 7 C e

ES
4 . - _ - "M . . . N .”,,
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’ ApproximateJy half of the;bui1dings surveyed had-some notable_decor on the '

»
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, upper tront fagade. Most often this consisted of a type of wood-shingie design

C @ Aga1n, approx1mate1y half of the Structures had a porch or vest1bu]e Most often,

N x

-\-‘
v

¢ ' 1
that the or1g1na1 roof1ng was wooden . shake shfng1es Severa1 structures were s

' . 3 . . ~.

observed to have sheet meta] roof1ng, h11e one fad sheet metal on the nortn

. .
\ . - 4
3

exposure and sh1ng1es on the south'

. ]

Only about one-third of the schoo]s-ever néd~cupo1a-bef1ﬂtoWErs. Only half
. . - 1 . .
of these structures remain today, ant no bells were found in the rémaining bell

towers. Cr%ftsmanship, both stone-and woodwork , seems excellent by today's‘stan- , ‘ |

dards, and the generally sturdy condition of the structures surveyed attests to

’

. the exte11ence of that craftsmansh1p T. 3 o ‘ T

Thet Teaves on1y the stone and ﬂater;the brick or metel flue-pipg chimney ---

Pe

and a ftna] anecdote as reported by aaformet country schoo] student now residiné
in Topeka: bccasiona11y, when a particu1ar1y threateping test QeS'due or when
& sc oolday was simply tak1ng too long* to pass, a young man wou1d be boosted up
on the'roof during lunch hour to stuff rags'in the chimney p1pe . By the t}me L

schooT was to resume, the room would be filled with a dense cloud of smoke, and . _
3 ' * . ‘ |

jnvariably, school would be dismissed until the’next déy. - -
) . » “ . /-——3
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Country schools were bui—ﬁ/ within walking distance of most farms .

oL © ‘ o
- <, in’ the ea.rly 1900'8. Construction materials used resembled those used o,
- ? . ’ s . .
oY in *Ehe homes o~£ the a.rea. et 7 o R - o
. "'. Dugouts or pa.r’t: of a priva.te residence werg usually the first cty-pes . e

of schools. Dugguts were built by digging out a na.rt of a hill and putting '

branches on the top and covering the opening There were some inevitable

L

"nroblemb with dugout schools. The, heat from the gchool ‘would attract <

am.mals, and sometimes - pig, cow, or other animel would wa.lk onto the

Aroof and fall throu@ into the schoolroom Qze warm - school roof attra.cted“

vt

2 ra.ttlesna.ke that fell through and landed on the oot bellied stove. The’

sna.ke fried--the teacher said that she knew what hell wasg like as she Lo

|
|

rem¢mbered seeing the smake. R

{

Barly school_s weze also made of ;s*od. The communi‘fy.would get toge_i:her

~

~and divide the la.bor.,:,d.Som'e, peovle ‘would plow the sod, while bthers stacked

o it together, owverlapping.the pieces.- These god" and. duéouf schools were

Tvarmer in the sinter and cooler-in the summer t_ha.n\the later \(iood schools.,

i . . . . .
In the middle of Kansas, where there’a.re‘ quarries of stone, many schools

, wers constrdcted of native. limestone. In the west, where timber was a.va.ila.ble,
schools were built of logs. La.ter< most of the schools in the west 'ufere

made of . lumber. . However, these,wooden schools often had chinks in them, . )

Through these big cracks, one could often see outside the school. There wa.s

i
one school where the floor ha.d »cra,cked and mice came into the school ' The

' . boys’ en,]oyed yelling “mouse" and wa.tching the teacher's ‘reaction. The boys

. would then chase the mouse out of the school.,

’ . -

Sanita.tion in the schools was interesting Ea.rly privies had a drawer

3 * ;00 ‘.

' under them that pulled out. Later, the. sanita:cy nit priv'y -was developed.

. "Attached is a complete description., Also ,attached is a cOpy of the "R'enort

of School Inspection by County Health|Offieer." LT, L




. .
o

It was jmportant that the privy be uphill'and far enough away, the

lopooeite direction of the ground water flow from the well or the water

could be polluted. : o .

Tt 4

.. Some schoole had wells;y othere had sisterns and -many children and
‘teachers carried wafer\to‘the echool~ Sisterns often caught- water from
the roof when it’ rained. Sometimes there was a charcoal filter to help

keeo,xhe water sanitary. The only problem was that often the filters wé7e

-

.not~kept clean. When the chain and bucket pumps were used to pull up water,

\ I

little toads, frogs and other debris would come up if the filter was not
working properly. - . ‘
When the water was carried in it was usually,put in a crock pot with

a epiciet'or dipper. The crock was almost always on top of an orange crate.

. <
The yard around the school was also important. It is surprising that °

,-moef of our country cemetariee‘gere fenced and few of our country school Jfﬁfehej
yards were, And if they were on_ the field side, it was often barbed wire,
./

probably the woret poeeible fence material. They all needed/fence between
the playground and the road that was often very cloee. Tpe.early playground‘

equipment included wood -8lides and merryhgo—rounds that had open spaces.

These open spaces often. reeulted in injuriee to children. )
Sﬁpe of the- weetern Kaneas schools had special features such as bell

- towere, but almost all were built according to a.plan book. They had one

doozithat dntered the school room. Later moet schoole added an ante room,

\b cut dowpi on the draft. Coate were eometimee kept here and of§en in the

v

~

Yack of the echool room.' A few schools had two entrances off the ante room
,into the classroom, one for the bqye and one for the girls. Many,classroome

hed a portion of the floor in the front raised a few inches so that the

\

teacher's.desk and the recitation bench would be a little highex, than the

v

etudente' desk.

@ . "
. s [}
.

The claSsrodém often had map cases, maybe a globe, usually a dictionar§,




.
i . .

\

““-‘b Ty

sometimes ah encyclope;iia., and occ‘!sionally a few books in their l:Lbrary

v

" In “later years, most schools had small libraries. ) t

. . Today, in a county that m.ght have had J00 to 200 schools, there may

-
A

be 10 or fewer schbols left. In the western ha.lf of Ka.nsa.s there may e ™
_—15 to 20 schools that a.re well mdintained. A few are still uséd for
dommnity meetings and some a.re restored as schools.: The rich -history\from

$ these schools ’is quickly, fading ‘as schools are torn- aown, students a.nd -
¥

tea.chers are pa,ssing on, and jthe memories are fading. That is why this
‘project has been such an’exciting opportunit§ to help preserve some of our S

early heritage and discuss ifb next summer with the general public.

.
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cases 1s Jefuntely 'miloencel l»y llu densty of popnl.llmn In villages and the %
pathons of towns and cities thit aie not equipped with samtay sewers the
micchions exereta i a sgte nisamtary prvy may endanger hundreds of pegple,
while mmlh nul) a smgle homse hok] n end wmigered by an msamtany pn\\ at

an wolated fann hone. coe . ..

I the pre\fa ntion of the epudennt otawrehee ol excreta-boine d»scasa theit-
fure samtuy dinpesal ol excreta m towns and \|||.|1..n 1 ulu.ll n ungur( ance

to the wnprovement of pubhic ‘water supphes .. - .
Kaisas has succeeded m decrvasing s typhard fever death rah [r()m 25.7
o less than 1 par 100,000 papulatidn Thas veprescnh‘.n dearedse. of - mor‘c than
+ 96 pereent. A few yewrs ago dinrhea aird’ ententis ‘were respomthle for nc.lrly
30 percent of all deaths of infante less than ong Py of age. = Better care and
Meedmg of |||[.|||(> togethes Sath unproved water >upp|nl‘f and waste disposal
o aties, have matenally reguced thus figode. | lr s stull accesary that con.
tmting wiilance be mantiyned to @sswe this A ad hmlnu ro(lnw ifant

enothadity and mostahity, . .
There ¢ no r(-aam that the'e ‘who d() not have the convemence of sewers
shonld not he provided with s.unl.nr) methods of waste dlaposal The prumary
. ;nsulngmuu.[()r a sewgiage systenr’is the presentiontof the health mensee from
insamitary (lnpns.nl of exgietn,  Except i “the I.nr;‘(r vitics, homes that are
served by a water-carrage system of sewerage reanan’ incfly apge of the su

. mundum unsewered homes.  Therefore, unless the facihities for the removitl of *

+  exieta of for otherwise preventing the accesy ofe flies to evposed excrets vare .

] extended to cmbigee these ather homes, the prumary object af the water-

cgroage system of seweripe for the heart of (ln, community has not been

attamed Yool . s .
The (oushuumu of 4 privy, though uniple, mvolves certam specific (ic athy

that st be conect an gonstiaction - order that the privy will afford the

pm(eghon it s designed l&mmdc, Also, ke the new car, ar the new home, .

it Mt iecve proper dase .md manyenagpce, of it 1 to give saml'.u ty service, .

. The lulllowmg sketehey? and dnumloa give m detaid the appiosed method\ ..
for bnlding sqmitary-pat-type wilets. Section 1 covegs detals .md speéifica: .,
tons where o large namber of umts is planned, Section, 2 covers plans and
Ep(uluahona for the mdn\mlnml umumpl.mn;, the constryction o{ a smgh, unit ¢
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SRA Julge

®

COUNTRY SCHOOL HOUSES IN CENTRAL AND NORTHEAST KANSAS

A decade before Kansas became a state and'years/before she was
‘even fofhally organiqu as a territory, white Settlers'moving

'into the statewfounded schoois. Cften before there were chlldren

to attend them. schools sprang up as soon as the'oxen vere un-

»

hitched from the ¢overed wagons and famllles declared their in-

4 o

tentions to remain on the yrairies. ;

N
f'v

9

Many of the early schools were three-month *subscription" schools

- whose pupils pg&dqtuition at the rate of a dollar to a dollar

and a~half a month for, the pri&ilege of attend¥mz. Such schools
»
most genera11y ‘did not hrave their own separately malntalned

school bulldlng, but*were held in" the home of the teacher, a

‘

patron of ;he school or, as in the case of the first school in

iawrence, Kansas (begun iﬁ 1855), in -the back office of Dr. Charles

© ’

Robinson, a prominent flgure in, the anti- slavéry New Eneland Emlgrant
Aid 5001e£y and later, the first govermor of Kansasl. One 'of

the first schools:- for white children, and indeed one of the first
scﬁéolsin the territqry, wé§“s;érfbd in 131 and hélz'in the oi1d -
kaw Indian miésion building‘in Counc¢il Grove. This jwo-storyr
building of native 1imesto;e had also done d%ty‘as'; Methodist
Qission for the Karisa Indians, a council house, .a church meeting
house; and a place of réfuge for ;afly settlers during Indian

2. Mr. T. S. Hufféker established this léSl school and

raids.
classes ‘where formed w1th twelve to fifteen pup1_~, Ehildren of

governmen?’employees. mail and stage contractors, traders, .




blacksmi{hs.and others connected with Indian affairs and commerce

£

¢ - .
. on the Santa Fe,-trai—l.3 This building is cdr;ently maintained as
a state historic-site. o - ¢
— SR A o~ é
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Ceﬁtrai _and northeast Kansas are blessed with an abundaﬂt sub-
surface buildlng resource in the form of limestone beds. Sur-
prlslngly,«*hough the initial SCROOI houses bullt 1n this part
. of Kansas, in the 1850s and 1860s, were constructed of the .
sunéosedlyéscarce material. wood. These structurés were either

)
log cablns or, as in the case of the flrst school house in

’

: 5
*  Pottawatomie county (built in 1859 at St George, hansas), wefe

®
built of sawn cottonwood planks which "warped so badly that it

'scarcely kept the sun out, nQ; to Wentlon the wind and ra.m."l'P

)

In a log cabin school house, built 1n'}862 near westmoreland,

\ -

o also in Pottawatomie‘county, each father constructed the log-
slab bench for his chlldren to sit on and there was one table,
set in front of the slngle w1ndow, whereon the :children pgactlced
their wr1t1ng.5 In Cloud county a log school was built in 1864
at the Elm Creek settlement. fhe homemade furnishings eonsisted

A

";k;;“ of variations on a theme of split logs and peg legs. The first

&

'teaohen.tbere, nossella Sgeboney, 1ater recalled that her 'desk
N "made from one immense walnut log,- spiit and polished, w1th
peg legs like the seats" had to be dismembered because that long

walnut plank was needed’ for use as the bottom of kirs. John Thorp s

1L& T coffln (the 51des of the casket were made from pleces oi.packlng
S
s / cases)
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Another stone_ school house ‘with an interésting,history is the

Stone Corral school, located in Eice county, Kansas. Stone Corral

. . , 3
. Advantage Qés eventuelly taken of.the’abundenbe ofilimestone as a
building material and m%;iioffthe substéntial, thick-walled stone" -
school houses built stil 'th the Flint‘Hills,:stending_stolidly
on the corners whefe two seetion roads cross. ?eter Reid, an C
emigrant from Scotland, settled in Atchinson county+*in 1856

helped survey school lands in. thiﬁooun*y and\‘according to family

' ]

history, in 1870 helped cut the stone that Built the new Good

«Intent*school norte;est of the town of AtChlSOn.n This native stone

building with itsﬁornate belfry and unusual doorway placed on the 51de

‘rather than‘Tront of the building, served three generations of

Feter Reid's desoendents“as{e school and community center until’ ’

being‘ylosed in l965:as a nesult of state-enforcéd consclidation.

The Good Intent school -was reportedly the lqrgest rural school

in-Atohison county and was taught.in 1502-1903 b& Miss Ethel 4

Martin, a deughter of* former Kansas governor dohn Martin.7 , " R
P > ;

o

took its name from a little settlement and outfitting stop ‘on
- : ' . .

the Santa Fe trail,  where it crossed the Little Arkansas river.

nlong with a tolI bridge, blacksmith shop, soldiers' quarters,

etc., this location featured.a "’ort" or corral wall that }nclosed

" an area 300 feet sguare with a seven foot high wall of $tone.

[ A .
The walls vere , two feet thick and featured portholes for ¢defense.

L4 * . L] * L] > . .
¥ ‘Defense was its primary function, especially when the Kiowas,

Comanche, Arapahoe, and Cheyenne began\their continuing reids in

! - t

. .
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*1864 against stage stations on the Santa Fe trail.? In the 1880s
’ . ——k
when lumbe as’'in short supply on.the central Kansas prairie-

>

and & schg was needed at the intersection of }lum and Saxman

roads just west of the Rice county line, the handiest source of-

s

raw materials for bulldlng was this long—51nce abandoned stone
corral Just a mile porthvof_the school site. A former teacher,

e

Virginia Huey of*Hutchinson,~Kansas, was not aware of any ethereal
/ emanations from. the sfone walls that had seen Indian war parties,
cavalry soldiers and the likes of people like “Buffalo 3ill" Cody:
_“Ifryou're tr&ing to teach more than 30 children, all ages and ’
sizes, half of them from the farms, and half of them from the‘zzl
fields, you don't have a.moment ?o sit arqQund and‘thiok of anything.

epooky;"9*

7 -

‘@i% The first schools were usyally built by local Reop;e, often by the_

= patrons of the scgool;tﬁemselves. Regardless of materials, the
basic design as a neotangular building ranging in size from
;6'x30' to 25'x50" . Three/or four hlndOﬁi would be-set in each

\of the two lohg W?11§g ‘One of the short walls would be wxndowless
(the blackboard and teacher's desk generally were along this’wall)

"'and the wall opp051teﬁthls would contain the doorway and cloa&/rooé.
There seemed to be no con51stency as to whether there would be
one.door, one double door, or two separate doors. The writer

has found no reference as,to-why tvo separate,ddors were the
praotice in some schodls. Theories range from fire safety to
separate entrances for boys and girls. The latter sugéegtion may
hold some weight because informants have stated that there were '

Q i . K N % . ‘ '1" . \
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of ten eeparaue cloak rooms for boys and glrls. In the. majority

of school houses the wrlter has observed, however, there uaS'

. ~

simply one door. most often the schools 'had a vestibule’ or ante-

.
~

room atteched to the front of the building as the 1n1t1al.entrance.
-If there was no vestlbule, there was generally a cloak room any-

way, w1th partltlonlng wall settlng it off from the classroom_.
[

prooer and presuhablv actlng as a sort of bhffer for w1nds cédming ,

&

-
* ~

in the ‘front door. ' ~ s n
<, : Yol g - T S

7#‘

With the ‘growth d increa51ng 1nvolv§ment of the state Department~l

of Public Instruc~ on in the’ guldance of school llfeA uniform
plans for school buildings began togbe 1ssued ln the Department'

‘biennial reports. Floor plan suggestlons were prov1ded for more
&

attractive and efficient buildings. Suggestions were also in-
cludeabfo% more efficient heating methods to replace the round

[y

_ , . . -
coal-and-cob-fueled stove set squarely ing&%e center of the school
room. Quite elaborate designe wpre presented'for rlacement of

stoves for improved venting and. heat 01rculatlon, ang some schools

even dug a basement and put their stoves down there w1&h floor
ventis £3¥¢432F?p\;nto the school.room. S

Windows were placed along eitﬁer side of the schoolshouse, generall&
three or four windows to a sidei This was to allow for the

maximum use of sunlight as no artlflcnal ]1ght vas used 1n-whe

day time. Walls were equipped w1th kerosene larps in wall y
-brackets for the times when the school served as’ a communlty

facility for nighttime functions. In-the 1920s for a brief

-
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L4 ° . A
4 time a directive was issued that, for-the besf'e{fect of lighting
on students' eyes, windows should only be placedhalong one wall
of the school building, which.resulted in the boarding up of

windows in many schools. The practical reéult‘of-thisJWas that .

-
J

‘¢hildren in the half of the room opposite 1o’ the windows weré often

. /
"in the dark". This was a short-1lived practice.l'O

, v . e

"lhough there seems to be wldespread interest in their rural ed-
ucational expsrience and in the preservation of the schools they
attended anong the people the writer has been in contact w1th,

_v//generally 1ittle has been done to preserve these schools from
gradu%l or immediate ruin. When the rural schools were closed

= .
in Kansas, berlnhlng in the forties and continuing into ,thg

slxtges, the buildings and furnishings wére sold at auction.
The buildings themselves have been\used as Pomes, machlne sheds,
or for hay.dand grain storage, or.they have just been left vacant.

Ihe furn1§h1ngs - bells, desks, wall dfcoratlons, blackboards,'

stoves, etc. - mere often purchased for sentimental reasons

by former students. This portable memorabilia is somewhat v

scattered in the cb%nt;es but the .owners generally show great

vt
' Y

atfecpment To the§e mementos of. their school time. There are,)
.howeVer; numerous ‘cases in Kansas where' such mementos have been
donated to help furnish. school houses that have heen rehaBilitated
into local museums of rural)educatlon. At least one*such school,

@VlCKer school. dlstrlct #49 Tn Mlaml county, Kansas. _has been.

p prlvately ehabllltated by the present owners, Mr. and Mrs. Ted

’




." Alpert, but generally such rehabilitative‘efforté are uhdertaken
by community groups and local historfcal societies. The Marysville
city park in Marshall county, Xansas has a scheol house that has 7
N

been moved 1n,to town, refurbished, and opened for community use
N )
as a museum. A rural school that-was moved onto the grounds,of

the Sunflower State Expo in Topeka opens 1its coors to groups of

1

cc}ool chllaren who get the cbance o experlence what it was'’

e, L4
1ike when their grandparents wegt to schoolt The Honey Creek

1

school in Mltchell county, Kahsas was moved to a road51de park
«wonU. S. highway 24 in Beloit and is now de51gnated as a, national
monument a¢f111ateq with the Library of Congress., "The lovely,

P .
. f . .
.//< native stone Snokomo school. in rurgl Wabaunsee county, Kansas was

.”  restored at its original location by the $ilent WorkePs cludb of

Paxico, Kansas, and now operates as a museum. The Cottonwood
: M \‘ ’ 'f/ -~ B § 4 *

school south of Wamego, Kansas, is used as a 4-H and community

building, as .is the Adams. Creek school in Pottawatomie county. -

- - L}

The large and sta%ely one- room Sales school in Pottawatomle‘
~ /county is malntalnea by the oales community as a meetlng place.

Again, many of the 1nforman}§ who have corre5ponded with the
. . writer have indicdated a genuine desire to. preserve 0ld school

Y

buildings in their areas if funds_were.available.

Each of uhe rural schools in Kansas was as unigue as the community
who built it and whom it served as a center for educatlonal, .
spiritual, and civic growth and unity.
— oo | ‘ -
‘ : : - by Sara E.. Judge :
s ’ : . "Country School Legacy" project
e ) January 10, 1981,

3y 14 L

L]




. FOOTNDTZS
. L, . * ~ ‘ . ¢ 5 ¢ v "
° ’Q . . ) . - @
- 1( ' . . . ‘
Emporia state unlver51ty Department of English., "School - then .
. 3r§ﬁd new." Heritase of Xansas, vol. 7, no. 2, Way 1963. p. 5.
T . B i
2y - .
b e T o - -
31vid. p. 5. i '
- L : vs "
Maskil, Doc. The earlv history of Pottawatomie county compiled .
from the research of W. F. Hill. \\Westnoreland Kansas:
Wes»moreland recorder, 1954, ©p. 4. - . e o
SIbid'o P le: . ’ . . R , ] ’ '
ai 6"mpor:La state unlver51ty Department of Engtish. p. 7. . .
)' l w . . '
7"How Good Intent was named.” Atchison Globe, September 12,
1976, Atchison, Kansas. p. 3A. E ‘ , X
: ' ' | : [
R 8Amer1can atlas. company, comp. Centennial atlas of Rice county,
T . Kansas McPherson, Kansas: 1971. p. 344, >
-3
9Karsas statg historical soc1ety, comp. " Rice countyv schools -
Cliprpings, vol. 1. p. %. \ ,
' yoPersonal communlcatlon. Mrs. Rose Watters, Blue raplds, Kansas.
. November 21, 1980, . :
. ; ) : » N
{ ‘ e d
‘ . N
°' ? : 1] r}
. . . o ‘ ’
F) . 3 M
R . ’
- i .C l )
' k 20




